Altar Cards
How they “altered” our History

by Chloe Nehme
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One of the significant places in every town is its parish church. Indeed, the Church
has always been the place for people to get together, pray, and relish in the
community of their hometown. Boylston has two longstanding parish churches, the
First Congregational Church of Boylston and Saint Mary of The Hills Roman
Catholic Church. The latter is where we will discover today’s fascinating find;
three altar cards which were used during Tridentine Mass services conducted by
Roman Catholic Churches.

Saint Mary of the Hills Roman Catholic Church as we know it today was officially formed on
September 3rd, 1952. However Catholic worship has taken place in Boylston at least since the
early 1800s, “In the earliest days, Catholics of Boylston had no formal edifice for the celebration
of Holy Sacrifice of the Mass or to receive the Blessed Sacraments but being devout in their faith
sought to continue their religious practices and traditions.” Initially they worshipped in their
homes, then a dedicated space would be made available for shared faiths in the Sawyer’s Mills
School. Eventually a mission chapel, the Sacred Heart Chapel was built, however it would only
serve the community for 10 short years as the construction of the Wachusett Reservoir took over
lands in the Sawyers Mills area of Boylston. Once again Boylston Catholics had no formal place
to worship. Eventually in September 1926 a second mission chapel, Our Lady of the Assumption.
would be formed and finally a formal parish would be established.'.

In 1952 from the Our Lady of the Assumption chapel, Bishop John J. Wright created the St. Mary
of the Hills Roman Catholic Church. John Joseph Wright (1909-1979) was born in Dorchester and
was ordained as a Roman Catholic priest on December 8th, 1935.2 In 1947, he was ordained as
Auxiliary Bishop of Boston and in 1950, Bishop of Worcester. One of his acts as a Bishop was to
rename the Boylston Church. On April 28th, 1969, he was given the distinction of being named
Cardinal John Joseph Wright.

St. Mary of the Hills Church’s first pastor was Reverend Harold Griffin3. Reverend Griffin served
for two years and was succeeded by Reverend Michael Shea. By 1982, the church was relocated
due to becoming too small for its community which now had 1500 members. The church is now
located on Cross Street, while the original location is today the site of Calliope Theatre.*

Tridentine Mass

Altar cards were used by a priest during the Tridentine Mass, initially a form of Mass authorized
for use after the Council of Trent as a response to the European Reformation in the 1500s. During
a Tridentine Mass, the services are conducted in Ecclesiastical Latin and the priests face east.
Tridentine Mass is conducted using a strict set of instructions codified by the Council of Trent.
Over the course of the 20th century, the usage of Tridentine Mass lessened as new liturgy practices
were established. Amendments to the Tridentine Mass continued until 1962.> The Second Vatican
Council which took place in Rome from 1962 to 1965 revised the Liturgy to allow more
participation by the congregation. Over the next few years, the changes were implemented. “It
was on November 29, 1964, a year after the Second Vatican Council’s Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy was enacted- the” New Mass”, as it was then called, was introduced into the U.S.
parishes.”®

ALTAR CARDS
A THREE PART ILLUSTRATED MANUSCRIPT OF ALTAR CANON IN LATIN & ENGLISH
1964
BHSM Collection

The altar cards were placed on the altar during Tridentine Mass, beginning to be used after its
codification during the Council of Trent, and to serve as a visual aid for the leading priest. There
are three cards placed on the altar, each with prayers to be spoken. The one in the middle, known
as the ‘Tabella Secretarum’ contains the Gloria prayer, the Nicene Creed, and Mass Canon. It has
the Gloria prayer on the left side of the card and the Nicene Creed on the right side, both in English,
accompanied with various Latin prayers.

1 Celebrating our Parish, 70 Years of Our Catholic Community, Saint Mary of the Hills, Boylston Massachusetts, N.Filgate,
P.Bartram, V.Triolo, J.Haynes, Boylston Historical Society, 7 Central Street, Boylston, Massachusetts

2 https://www.catholic-hierarchy.org/bishop/bwright.html

3 St. Mary of the Hills Church website, https://saintmaryofthehills.com/about-us

4 Then and Now-Our Lady of the Assumption Chapel, by Nancy Filgate, Boylston Historical Society & Museum Inc.
www.boylstonhistory.org

> https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/ritesrituals/tridentinemass_1.shtml

6 Benofy, Susan, The Day the Mass Changed, How it Happened and Why--, Adoremus Publisher, February 2010
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Initium sancti Evangelii secundum Joannem.

l N PRINCIPIO erat Verbum, et Verbum erat apud Deum,

et Deus erat Verbum. Hoc erat in principio apud Deum.
Omnia per ipsum facta sunt : et sine ipso factum est nihil, quod factum
est : in ipso vita erat, et vita erat lux hominum : et lux in tenebris lucet,

ot teneb henderunt.

p unt.

eam non

FUIT homo missus a Deo, cui nomen erat Joannes. Hic venit in testimonium,

ut testimonium perhiberet de lumine, ut omnes crederent per illum. Non

erat ille lux, sed ut testimonium perhiberet de lumine.

ERAT lux vera, quae illuminat omnem hominem venientem in hunc mundum.
In mundo erat, et mundus per ipsum factus est, et mundus eum non
cognovit. In propria venit, et sui eum non receperunt. Quotquot autem
receperunt eum, dedit eis potestatem filios Dei fieri, his, qui credunt in
nomine ejus : qui non ex sanguinibus, neque ex voluntate carnis, neque

ex voluntate viri, sed ex Deo nati sunt.

ET VERBUM CARO FACTUM EST

et habitavit in nobis : et vidimus gloriam ejus, gloriam quasi Unigeniti

a Patre, plenum gratiae et veritatis.

ALTAR CARD - LEFT SIDE
1964
BHSM Collection

The altar card on the right contains the Offertory
prayers “Deus, qui humanae substantiae...”” and
the prayers of the Eucharistic declaration of the
Corpus prayer which signifies bread and wine’s
Holy Consecration.” The largest card would be
placed in front of the Tabernacle and the Gospel
to its left and the prayers to its right.

Mass Server’s Card

Server. When the priest has vested, with hands itatic +(Stri
joined, bow with the crucifix and walk cogitatine, verbo, et Gpere: (Strike your

before him to th At the door touch breast three (imes), mea culpa, mea

his fingers with holy water, bless yourself and
ring the sacristy bell. At the center of the altar
steps, receive his biretta, genuflect with him
and place the biretta on the celebrant’s bench
Return to the center, genuflect and kneel on
the floor at left.

Prayers at Foot of Altar
Priest blesses himself and begins Mass.
Server blesses himself with priest and answeru
as follows:

P. - In némine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti.
Amen.

P. Introibo ad altfire Dei.

S. Ad Deum qui lzetificat juventitem meam.

In Masses for the Dead and in Masses in purple
during Passiontide, skip to the star below

P. Judica me, Deus . . . et doléso érue me.

S.Quia tu es Deus fortitido mea; quare
me repulisti? et quare tristis incédo, dum
affligit me inimicus?

P. Emitte lucem . . . et in taberndcula tua.

S. Et introibo ad altdre Dei: ad Deum qui
leetificat juventitem meam.

P. Confitébor tibi . . . quare contiirbas me?

S. Spera in Deo, quoniam adhuc confitébor
illi; salutdre vultus mei, et Deus meus.

Priest bows his head while saying Gloria.

Server also bows his head.

P. Gléria Patri, etc.

S. Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et sem-
per, et in s#cula s2culorum. Amen.

P. Introibo ad altdre Dei.

S. Ad Deum qui Leetificat juventitem meam.

Priest blesses himself while saying Adjutérium,

eic.
Server also blesses himself.

P. Adjutérium nostrum in némine Démini.
*S. Qui fecit czelum et terram.

At the Confiteor

Priest bows low and says the Coufiteor.

P. Confiteor . . . ad Déminum Deum nostrum.

Server remains erect. At the end, server bows
toward the priest and says:

S. Miseredtur tui omnipotens Deus, et
dimissis peccétis tuis, perddcat te ad
vitam etérnam.

P. Amen.

Server bows head and shoulders toward the altar
and says:

. Confiteor Deo omnipoténti, bedtze Marise
semper Virgini, bedto Michaéli Arch-
dngelo, bedto Jodnni Baptist®, sanctis
Apbstolis Petro et Paulo, 6mnibus
Sanctis, et tibi, Pater, (Turn toward the

priest, then front) quia peccdvi nimis

culpa, mea médxima culpa. Ideo precor
bedtam Mariam semper Virginem, bed-
tum Michaélem Archdngelum, bedtum
Jodnnem Baptistam, sanctos Apéstolos
Petrum et Paulum, omnes Sanctos, et
te, Pater, (Turn toward the priest) orére
pro me ad Déminum Deum nostrum.

Priest says “Misereétar,” etc,

Server answers ““Amen” and kneels erect.

P. Miseredtur . . . @térnam.

S. Amen.

At the Indulgéntiam
Priest blesses himself while saying “Indulgén-

Server also blesses himself.
iam . . . Déminus.

Priest bows his head while saying “Deus, tu
convérsus,” etc

Server also bows his head.

P. Deus, tu convérsus vivificibis nos.

S. Et plebs tua leetdbitur in te.

P. Osténde nobis, Démine, misericsrdiam tuam.

S. Et salutdre tuum da nobis.

P. Domine, extudi oratisnem meam.

S. Et clamor meus ad te véniat.

P. Déminus vobiscum.

5. Et cum spiritu tuo.

Priest ascends altar steps, kisses the altar and
goes to the Missal

Server stands erect, then kneels on lowest step
at Gospel side.

Priest reads Introit, returns to middle of altar
and says:

At the Kyrie

P. Kyrie, eléison.

S. Kyrie, eléison.

P. Kyrie, eléison.

S. Christe, eléison.

P. Christe, eléison.

5. Christe, eléison.

P. Kyrie, eléison.

S. Kyrie, eléison.

P. Kyrie, eléison.

P. Déminus vobiscum.

S.Et cum spiritu tuo.

P. Orémus, ete.

Priest says “Flectimus ﬁému" on certain Ember
Days and in certain Masses in purple.

Server answers each time: Levite.

P. Per émnia s@cula saculérum.

S. Amen.

P. Orémus, ete.

S. Amen—after the last prayer when there
is more than one.

MASS SERVER’S CARD
1964
BHSM Collection

The card on the left, begins with the phrase
“Initium Sancti Evangelii secundum Joannem”
which translates to “The beginning of the Holy
Gospel according to St. John. Then it continues
in Latin (as transcribed in English): In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God...”

EUS, qui h b pae: disinn P e

et mirabilius reformasti : da nobis per hujus aquae et vini mysterium, SR

ejus divinitatis esse consortes, qui humanitatis nostrae fieri dignatus est
particeps, Jesus Christus Filius tuus Dominus noster : Qui tecum vivit et
regnat in unitate Spiritus Sancti Deus : per omnia saecula saeculorum.

Amen.

Accendat in nobis Dominus ignem sui amoris,

et flammam aeternae caritatis. Amen.

LAVABO inter innocentes manus meas : et circumdabo altare tuum,
Domine : Ut audiam vocem laudis, et enarrem universa mirabilia tua.
DOMINE, dilexi decorem domus tuae, et locum habitationis gloriae tuae.
NE perdas cum impiis, Deus, animam meam, et cum viris sanguinum vitam
meam : IN quorum manibus iniquitates sunt : dextera eorum repleta est
muneribus. EGO autem in innocentia mea ingressus sum : redime me,
et miserere mei. PES meus stetit in directo : in ecclesiis benedicam te,

Domine. GLORIA Patri.

CORPUS  tuum, Domine, quod sumpsi, et Sanguis, quem potavi, ad-

haereat visceribus meis : et praesta ; ut in me non remaneat scelerum

macula, quem pura et sancta refecerunt sacramenta : Qui vivis et regnas

oy in saecula saeculorum. Amen.

TS
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U B it

ALTAR CARD - RIGHT SIDE
1964
BHSM Collection

There is also a card specifically for Mass
Servers that served as a guide for altar servers
to follow along with the Mass. It features the
prayers used throughout the Mass as a step-by-
step schedule in both English and Latin.

While the Tridentine Mass has not been commonly practiced since the 1960s following the
second Vatican Council, the altar cards hark us back to a time when it Tridentine Mass was the
most used liturgy in Roman Catholic Churches. A time which was formed in response to the
Reformation, as new codified and developed way to worship. Thank you to Saint Mary of the

Hills for sharing with us part of history!

If you wish for more information regarding the history of Catholicism in Boylston or Saint Mary
of the Hills Church, please refer to the Boylston Historical Society’s publication entitled
“Celebrating our Parish; 70 Years of our Catholic Community, Saint Mary of the Hills.” Copies
are available for reading and/or purchase at the Boylston Historical Society and Museum.

7 https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Page%3ACatholic_Encyclopedia%2C_volume_1.djvu/393
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